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Table of Contents & Introduction 

How the Friends support the NAC Orchestra 
One of the NAC Orchestra’s passions is music education. This is a passion which the Friends of the NAC Orchestra fully share. 
Each year, the Friends support the NAC Orchestra’s Music Education initiatives, both financially and through volunteering. 
Enclosed is a detailed report on the programs and activities that have benefitted from the support of the Friends of the NAC 
Orchestra during the 2014-2015 season. 
 
Many of the Friends of the NAC Orchestra’s social activities also double as fundraisers that allow them to raise money to help 
support the NAC’s music education activities and to support young musicians. Fundraising events during the 2014-2015     
season included: 
 

Silent Auctions 
The Friends of the NAC Orchestra hosted spectacular silent auctions in the main foyer of the National Arts Centre (NAC) 
throughout the 2014-2015 season. Each auction starts half an hour before the selected performance and continues during the 
intermission and for 20 minutes following the performance. Patrons had the opportunity to bid on outstanding and unique   
donated items from across Canada and from around the world. 
 

Music to Dine For 
Intimate, music-themed dinners for 10 to 16 guests hosted by Ambassadors, High Commissioners and the Chief Justice of 
Canada. The musical interludes (chamber music, harp, guitar, etc.) for these events are provided in collaboration with the 
Young String Performers’ Foundation (YSPF) and its President, Joan Milkson (Ensemble leader of the NAC ‘Musical          
Adventures in My School’ String Quintet and former NAC Orchestra Assistant Concertmaster). The Friends of the NAC      
Orchestra have collaborated with the YSPF since 2005. These musical interludes introduce our Music to Dine For audiences to 
some of the National Capital Region’s young and talented string performers, many of whom are continuing in university music 
studies and are national and international award winners. 
 

Embassy Chamber Music Concert 
Each season, an Embassy or High Commission graciously agrees to host a concert of chamber music for the Friends of the 
NAC Orchestra. The evening, usually sometime in May, opens with a small reception. That is followed by a concert of chamber 
music. The 2014-2015 season’s concert of chamber music was presented under the distinguished patronage of the            
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey, His Excellency Tuncay Babalı, in April 2015. 
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TUNETOWN Pre-concert Activities 

Presented in collaboration with the Friends of the National Arts Centre Orchestra, the NAC main lobby, mezzanine and      
amphitheatre levels are transformed into TUNETOWN, a fair of pre-concert activities relating to the theme of the concert. 45 
minutes before each TD Family Adventures with the NAC Orchestra concert, families are encouraged to journey through 
TUNETOWN and participate in the many different activities taking place. Each TUNETOWN is unique; schools, cultural      
organizations, artists and musicians assemble in one location and provide fun and interactive activities for all ages to          
participate and enjoy.  
 

During the 2014-2015 season, the Friends of the NAC Orchestra TUNETOWN Committee (comprised of Barbara Clark,               
Denise Beauchesne-Proulx, Janis Perkin, Rosemary O’Shaughnessy, Kelly Abercrombie and Sophie Reussner-Pazur) suc-
cessfully organized and presented numerous impressive pre-concert activities as well as partnered with several community 
organizations prior to each of the TD Family Adventures with the NAC Orchestra concerts.  

The Magic Horn │Saturday, November 29th 2014 
Concert/TUNETOWN Theme: Brass instruments and exotic places (ie. China) 
- Chinese National Dance and Chinese Children’s Songs by Shadow Chen, Vivian Zhang 
- Interactive musical activities by Music for Young Children  
- An Brass instruments petting zoo by Governor General’s Regimental Band of the GG’s Foot Guards 
- Books about brass instruments, world music (etc.) by Ottawa Public Library 
- Craft table 
- A Brass instruments-themed Card Matching Game with Pencil/Pen Prize 
- Displays of World Map/ Globes highlighting areas of the world for that day i.e. China, Atlases, large postage stamp, ex-

otic instruments (Erhu, violin, bamboo flute, flute etc) 
- Information table by the Kiwanis Music Festival, National Capital Region 
 

Beethoven Lives Upstairs │Saturday, January 10th 2015 
Concert/TUNETOWN Theme: L. van Beethoven 

- String Petting Zoo by OrKidstra 
- Small string performing group by Orkidstra 
- A Beethoven-themed book display by the Ottawa Public Library 
- Beethoven and String instrument poster display 
- Craft: Beethoven Medallion or bookmark 
- Interactive musical activities by Music for Young Children  
- Information table by the Kiwanis Music Festival, National Capital Region 
- A String instruments-themed Card Matching Game with Pencil/Pen Prize 
- Heirloom wooden toys display by Nest European Toys & Home 

Photos : Trevor Lush 
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TUNETOWN Pre-concert Activities (cont.) 

A Paintbrush for Piccolo │Saturday, May 2nd 2015 
Concert/TUNETOWN Theme: Michelangelo and Renaissance, Italy 
- Woodwind instrumental petting zoo featuring students from Lisgar 

Collegiate 
- Paintings, Renaissance and Great Painters book display by the 

Ottawa Public Library 
- Woodwind instruments Card Matching Game Pencil/Pen Prize 
- Instrumental activities by Music for Young Children 
- Craft: a painter’s palette to colour (palette on one side and the 

puzzle on the back to cut out) by Janis Perkin 
- Drawing station on a big paper banner by Ottawa School of Art 
- Puppet interactive animations by Puppets Up! 

 
 

Latin Beats, Heroic Feats! │Saturday, June 6th 2015 

Concert/TUNETOWN Theme: Latin musical instruments, rhythms and dances 
- Information table by the Kiwanis Music Festival, National Capital Region 
- Interactive musical activities by Music for Young Children  
- Craft: mask creation  
- “Latin music, dance and customs” book display by the Ottawa Public Library  
- Latin dance demonstrations with local dance studios (Studio X Ottawa, Flamenco Studio Ottawa) 
- Percussion, string petting zoo (National Capital Suzuki School of Music) 
- Percussion Card Matching Game with Pencil/Pen Prize 
- Face painting with Suzart Productions  

Music Education Programs and Activities supported by the Friends of the NAC Orchestra 

Page 4 

2014/15  
season 

Over 15,000  
children and adults  

took part in the TUNETOWN  
pre-concert activities at the NAC 

during the 2014-2015 season! 



Musical Adventures in My School  

 

 

Thanks to the generous support of the Friends of the NAC Orchestra and an anonymous donor,  

a total of 55 Musical Adventures in My School performances  
took place over the 2014-2015 season, reaching over 10,130 schoolchildren;  

which represents an increase of 100% from the previous season. 

 

One of the major objectives of the National Arts 
Centre is to develop and expand programs for 
young audiences. Youth and Education continues 
to be a core activity of the NAC. And as such, we 
are committed to raising awareness and under-
standing of music in classrooms in order to enrich 
the lives of young Canadians.  In a time of major 
funding cuts to arts education in Ontario school 
boards, the need for such in-school resources is 
greater than ever.  
 

The Musical Adventures in My School program 
(formerly Musicians in the Schools) brings various 
ensembles of musicians at an affordable rate into 
schools (K-grade 12).  For those schools that 
cannot afford the transportation costs of bringing 
students to the NAC, this may be their only    
opportunity to benefit from a live performance.  
 
Schools may choose from seven different       
ensembles (primarily NAC Orchestra players) 
whose one-hour performances feature musical 
styles that range from Baroque to jazz.   
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Music Monday 

The National Arts Centre in partnership with the Coalition for Music Education in Canada celebrated Music Monday on May 4th 
2015 at 12:30pm with a live showcase concert and broadband webcast linking the NAC with the Inuskuk High School in Iqaluit. 
Approximately 530 local students in the NAC Foyer joined the students in Iqaluit and hundreds of thousands of children singing 
across the country in celebration of music education as part of the eleventh anniversary of Music Monday.   
  
Hosted by CBC Ottawa anchor Robyn Bresnahan and young trumpet student Malcolm Horava, the free public event also 
featured award-winning violinist Kerson Leong, Inuskuk Drum Dancers and Ottawa Children’s Choir in Iqaluit, singer and 
song writer Jill Zmud and the Michaëlle-Jean school’s dancers. MP and saxophonist Kellie Leitch was on hand to lend an 
official stamp on the celebrations. 
 
Ottawa Deputy Mayor Mark Taylor proclaimed May 4th 2015 to be Music Monday in the City of Ottawa. This marked the elev-
enth year that the National Arts Centre joined the Coalition for Music Education along with hundreds of thousands of commu-
nity members in the National Capital Region and across the country in a nation-wide sing-along which highlights the impor-
tance of learning music for young people in Canada.  
 
At 1:00 p.m., the NAC massed Choir and students from the Inuskuk High School – and the Ottawa Children’s Choir - joined the 
Music Monday celebrations along with thousands across the nation in singing the official Music Monday theme song entitled 
We Are One/Nous Sommes Unis. Commissioned by the Coalition for Music Education, the song was written by Connor Ross, 
a talented high school student from Bolton, Ontario.  
 
The NAC’s Music Monday massed choir included children from local elementary schools and youth choirs to perform alongside 
the Cantiamo Girls Choir, the Cantiamo Training Choir and the Ottawa Children’s Choir under the direction of Robert 
Filion. Participating choirs included: Avalon Public School; Blossom Park Public School, Holy Spirit catholic school, St Francis 
of Assisi catholic school, St Rita catholic school, Sacred Heart catholic high school, école publique Michaëlle-Jean, école pub-
lique Séraphin-Marion and école secondaire publique De la Salle. For more information about the NAC’s Music Monday event, 
please visit http://nac-cna.ca/en/event/12031. 
 
Music Monday is an annual event organized by the Coalition for Music Education in Canada, a national advocacy organiza-
tion that for 20 years has represented educators, parents, music lovers, industry – and most of all students – to promote and 
protect quality music programs in schools. Music Monday is the world’s largest single event dedicated to raising awareness 
about the importance of music education and has inspired similar initiatives in the U.S., Australia, the U.K. and Hungary. For 
more information, please visit musicmonday.ca.  
 
The NAC’s participation in Music Monday is made possible by support from the Friends of the NAC Orchestra. The NAC is 
proud to partner with the Coalition for Music Education in Canada for this event. The videoconference connection to the Na-
tional Arts Centre is made possible by the NAC's distance learning studio, Hexagon. 
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NAC Orchestra Bursary Competition 

The National Arts Centre Orchestra (NACO) Bursary Competition was first held in 1981. The prime objective of the competition 
is to encourage the pursuit of excellence on the part of young instrumentalists aspiring to orchestral careers. Each year, a jury 

identifies deserving recipients through audition and competition. 

The Bursary was created in 1979 by members of the NAC Orchestra as a gesture of appreciation to the audiences who had 
been so supportive of it during its first decade. It is meant to provide recognition and financial support to help further the     
development of young musicians who have connections to the National Capital Region (NCR). Funding for the award came 
originally from two sources: the NAC Orchestra Bursary Fund created in 1979 by the members of the National Arts Centre 
Orchestra and the NAC Orchestra Trust (originally the Capital Trust founded in 1932 to benefit the Ottawa Philharmonic     

Society which on its demise in 1970  transferred the income to the NAC). It is now known as the NAC Orchestra Trust Fund. 

In 1981, one prize of $1,000 – the NAC Orchestra Bursary – was awarded. In subsequent years, thanks to the growth of the 
Fund as well as the generosity of private organizations and individuals, other prizes (including the Friends of the NAC         
Orchestra Award) have been added for a total in 2014 of $19,000. 
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The Friends of the NAC Orchestra Award ($3,000) 
This Friends of NAC Orchestra Award was established in 1993 to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the NAC Orchestra.     
Created by the then NAC Orchestra Association, it is intended to further the training of a gifted young musician and to illustrate 
the Friends continuing and deeply felt commitment to the NAC Orchestra. The award is supported through the Friends'  many 
fund raising activities, their generous donations and the James Morton Bequest  
 
The 2015 Friends of the NAC Orchestra Award was presented to 19-year-old oboist Rachel Domingue at the NAC Orchestra 
Bursary Competition Finals that was held on May 25, 2015 in the NAC Studio. 

Photo : Andrea Thomson 

Rachel Domingue (winner of the 2015 Friends of the NAC Orchestra Award) and 
David Laister (Representative of Awards and Bequests, Friends of the NAC Orchestra) 



MusicFest Canada Nationals 

 
FRIENDS OF THE NATIONAL ARTS CENTRE ORCHESTRA WOODWIND PLAYER  AWARD: 

Marco Wong from Dr. Norman Bethune Collegiate Institute in Toronto. Presented by Pace Sturdevant. 
 
The Friends provide an annual award of $1,000 to an outstanding woodwind player at the MusicFest Canada Nation-
als,  matching comparable awards offered by the National Arts Centre for outstanding string and brass players. brings thou-
sands of students and educators from across the country together, over a one-week period, to celebrate excellence in musical 
performance. Not only does MusicFest Canada showcase the talent and knowledge of esteemed clinicians and adjudicators 
from across North America, it also showcases Canada’s own landscape by hosting the festival in a different metropolitan city 
each year. 
 
The festival is held each year in May, usually near the holiday weekend. In 2015, the MusicFest Nationals took place in  
Toronto, ON, from May 11-16. 
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Other Activities Supported by the Friends  

 

 

The National Arts Centre’s Summer Music Institute 
Each season, the Friends of the NAC Orchestra sponsor a student at the NAC’s Summer Music Institute with a grant of $5,000. 
 

Kiwanis Music Festival: National Capital Region 
The Friends donate two awards, of $250 each, to successful participants in the Kiwanis Music Festival: National Capital     
Region.  
 

The Friends of the NAC Orchestra Volunteers Music Education Bursary Award 
Established in 2013 to recognize the dedicated service of Moira Dexter, the Friends’ Chair of Volunteer activities (2000-2013) 
and all of the Friends’ volunteers, this award is presented to an organization that promotes orchestral music, the interests of 
the NAC Orchestra and the development of future audiences through young people’s music programs and projects and that 
relies heavily on volunteers. The successful recipient organisation must have a mandate that harmonises with that of the 
Friends of NACO and serves the National Capital Region.  
 

Volunteering at various NAC Orchestra events 
Friends of the NAC Orchestra volunteers also assisted with various events throughout the 2014-2015 season, including: 

 

 Work at the CD desk to sell CDs before, during, and after each concert, including the Great Performers series, 
ballet presentations, and special concerts; 

 

 Assist at NAC Orchestra Student Matinee concerts, organizing the entrance and exit of students and          
teachers —  often up to 2,100 attendees per performance; 

 

 Assist the NAC Music Department in mailing information to schools, teachers, and students for, among other 
things, the Summer Music Institute (SMI); 

 

 Help with auditions for the NAC Orchestra Bursary Competition by leading students to the proper audition room, 
registering their arrival and wishing them all the best of luck; 

 

 Assist with silent auctions; 
 

 Meet and greet people at Launch events; 
 

 Sell memberships during the season-opening Festival Concert Series each year; 
 

 Act as seat fillers for concerts when required; 
 

 Hand out house programs and take tickets at Music for a Sunday Afternoon; 
 

 Telephone French and English members who do not have email to remind them of upcoming events; 
 

 Bake and sell baked goods at the annual Christmas FanFair. 
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