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How the Friends support the NAC Orchestra  
One of the NAC Orchestra’s passions is music education. This is a passion which the Friends of the NAC Orchestra fully 
share. Each year, the Friends support the NAC Orchestra’s Music Education initiatives, both financially and through  
volunteering. Enclosed is a detailed report on the programs and activities that have benefitted from the support of the Friends 
of the NAC Orchestra during the 2015-2016 season. 
 
Many of the Friends of the NAC Orchestra’s social activities also double as fundraisers that allow them to raise money to help 
support the NAC’s music education activities and to support young musicians. Fundraising events during the 2015-2016     
season included: 
 

Silent Auctions 
The Friends of the NAC Orchestra hosted spectacular silent auctions in the main foyer of the National Arts Centre (NAC) 
throughout the 2015-2016 season. Each auction starts half an hour before the selected performance and continues during the 
intermission and for 20 minutes following the performance. Patrons had the opportunity to bid on outstanding and unique   
donated items from across Canada and from around the world. 
 

Music to Dine For 
Intimate, music-themed dinners for 10 to 16 guests hosted by Ambassadors, High Commissioners under the distinguished 
patronage of the Chief Justice of Canada. The musical interludes (chamber music, harp, guitar, etc.) for these events are  
provided in collaboration with the Young String Performers’ Foundation (YSPF) and its President, Joan Milkson (Ensemble 
leader of the NAC ‘Musical Adventures in My School’ String Quintet and former NAC Orchestra Assistant Concertmaster). The 
Friends of the NAC Orchestra have collaborated with the YSPF since 2005. These musical interludes introduce our            
Music to Dine For audiences to some of the National Capital Region’s young and talented string performers, many of whom 
are continuing their music studies at various universities and are national and international award winners. 
 

Embassy Chamber Music Concert 
Each season, an Embassy or High Commission graciously agrees to host a concert of chamber music for the Friends of the 
NAC Orchestra. These  evenings are held at various times throughout the season.  The evenings begin with a short reception, 
followed by a concert of chamber music. The 2015-2016 season’s concert of chamber music are presented under the        
distinguished patronage of the Chief Justice of Canada. 
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TUNETOWN Pre-concert Activities 

Presented in collaboration with the Friends of the National Arts Centre Orchestra, the NAC main lobby, mezzanine and      
amphitheatre levels are transformed into TUNETOWN, a fair of pre-concert activities relating to the theme of the concert. 45 
minutes before each TD Family Adventures with the NAC Orchestra concert, families are encouraged to journey through 
TUNETOWN and participate in the many different activities taking place. Each TUNETOWN is unique; schools, cultural      
organizations, artists and musicians assemble in one location and provide fun and interactive activities for all ages to          
participate and enjoy.  
 
During the 2015-2016 season, the Friends of the NAC Orchestra TUNETOWN Committee (comprised of Barbara Clark,               
Denise Beauchesne-Proulx, Janis Perkin, Rosemary O’Shaughnessy and Sophie Reussner-Pazur) successfully organized and 
presented numerous impressive pre-concert activities as well as partnered with several community organizations prior to each 
of the TD Family Adventures with the NAC Orchestra concerts.  

Trick Or Treat To A Wicked Beat! │Saturday, October 24, 2015 
Concert/TUNETOWN Theme: Halloween 
 Liquid nitrogen «boo» bubbles by the Canadian Museum of Science and Technology 
 Interactive activity by the Diefenbunker Museum 
 Interactive musical activities by Music for Young Children  
 Display by Les Petits Ballets and Kiwanis Music Festival, National Capital Region 
 Boomwhackers interactive activity  
 Books about Halloween and Harry Potter by the Ottawa Public Library 
 Display by the Old Ottawa South Community Association 
 Craft: ghost puppets, by Janis Perkin (TUNETOWN committee member) 
 A Halloween-themed card matching game  
 Halloween-themed display with a cutout of the Phantom of the Opera 
 Information table by the Andrew Fleck Childcare Services 
 

Symphonic Vikings │Saturday, January 9, 2016 

Concert/TUNETOWN Theme: Vikings and brass instruments 
 Brass Petting Zoo by the Regimental Band of the Governor General’s Foot Guards 
 Piano students performances with the Ontario Registered Music Teachers’ Association, Ottawa Branch 
 A Vikings-themed book display by the Ottawa Public Library 
 Icelandic cultural artifact display by the Embassy of Iceland 
 Craft: Viking calligraphy-embossed Medallion by Janis Perkin (TUNETOWN committee member) 
 Interactive activities by the Canadian Museum of Science and Technology 
 Interactive musical activities by Music for Young Children and Alcorn Music Studios (J’apprends la Musique) 
 Information tables by the National Gallery of Canada and the Kiwanis Music Festival, National Capital Region 
 A Viking-themed card matching game 

Photo : Trevor Lush 
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TUNETOWN Pre-concert Activities (cont.) 

The Composer Is Dead │Saturday, February 13, 2016 
Concert/TUNETOWN Theme: Musical “murder-mystery” in music and strings instruments 
 String students performances by Ottawa Suzuki Strings and Stellae Boreales 
 Strings instrumental petting zoo featuring students and teachers from Ottawa Suzuki Strings 
 Famous composers and mystery book display by the Ottawa Public Library 
 String instruments card matching game 
 Instrumental activities by Music for Young Children 
 Craft: detective moustache on a popsicle stick by Janis Perkin (TUNETOWN committee member) 
 Interactive science experiments by the Canadian Museum of Science and Technology 
 Display table by the Kiwanis Music Festival, National Capital Region and Stagecraft Children’s Theatre School 

 

The Mozart Experience │Saturday, April 23, 2016 
Concert/TUNETOWN Theme: Mozart, woodwinds 
 Woodwinds instrumental petting zoo featuring students from École secondaire publique De La Salle 
 Whimsical dance performances by young dance students of the Dance Educators Studio 
 Interactive mime and puppetry activities by Once Upon a Kingdom 
 Interactive musical activities by Music for Young Children  
 Craft: maracas by Janis Perkin (TUNETOWN committee member) 
 Mozart, classical music book display by the Ottawa Public Library  
 Interactive magnetism activities by the Canadian Museum of Science and Technology 
 Wind instruments card matching game 
 Information table by the Andrew Fleck Childcare Services 
 Information table by Ottawa Children’s Choir 
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Over 11,600 children and adults  
took part in the TUNETOWN pre-concert activities  

at the NAC during the 2015-2016 season! 



Musical Adventures in My School  

 

 

Thanks to the generous support of the Friends of the NAC Orchestra,  

a total of 31 Musical Adventures in My School performances  
took place over the 2015-2016 season,  

reaching over 4,000 schoolchildren and their teachers 

One of the major objectives of the National Arts 
Centre is to develop and expand programs for 
young audiences. Youth and Education continues 
to be a core activity of the NAC. And as such, we 
are committed to raising awareness and          
understanding of music in classrooms in order to 
enrich the lives of young Canadians.  In a time of 
major funding cuts to arts education in Ontario 
school boards, the need for such in-school  
resources is greater than ever.  
 

The Musical Adventures in My School program 
(formerly Musicians in the Schools) brings various 
ensembles of musicians at an affordable rate into 
schools (K-grade 12). For those schools that  
cannot afford the transportation costs of bringing 
students to the NAC, this may be their only  
opportunity to benefit from a live performance.  
 
Schools may choose from eight different  
ensembles (primarily NAC Orchestra players) 
whose one-hour performances feature musical 
styles that range from Baroque to jazz.  
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Music Monday 
The National Arts Centre in partnership with the Coalition for Music Education in Canada  
celebrated Music Monday with a live showcase concert with students from 10 local schools 
and community choirs at Woodroffe High School. Roughly 400 youth joined hundreds of    
thousands of children singing across the country in celebration of music education at        
12:30 p.m. on May 2nd, 2016. The concert took place in the gymnasium of Woodroffe High 
School.  
 

Hosted by CBC’s host of “All in a Day” Alan Neal and Youth4Music champion  
Venessa Lachance, this special event also featured Canadian spoken word artist YAO  
performing a song created by youth from the area; the “Mud Lake Symphony” performed by 
students from Regina Street Public School with composer Jesse Stewart; and youth from  
Michele Heights Community Centre in the I Love to Jam program (a new City of Ottawa/NAC 
pilot program launched this year). Deputy Mayor Mark Taylor also proclaimed May 2nd, 2016, 
to be Music Monday in Ottawa. 
 

Repertoire sung by the massed choir included Will You Listen by Shireen Abu-Khadr &  
Lori Dolloff, a bilingual rendition of the Music Monday anthem "We are One" by Canadian 
singer/songwriter Connor Ross as well as Laura Hawley's YouTube sensation song “Live, 
Love, Share” (formerly known as 

"Alhamdulilllah" that was sung to welcome Syrian Refugees to Canada).   
 

The NAC’s Music Monday massed choir included youth from local  
elementary and secondary school choirs to perform alongside the  
Cantiamo Girls Choir under the direction of Jackie Hawley. Participating 
choirs included: D. Roy Kennedy Public School, Dr. F.J. McDonald  
Catholic School, École élémentaire publique Charlotte-Lemieux,  
École élémentaire publique Séraphin-Marion, École secondaire  
publique Omer-Deslauriers, Henry Larsen Public School, Regina Street 
Public School, St. Rose of Lima Catholic School and Woodroffe High 
School. 
 

The Music Monday performance at Woodroffe High School on May 2nd was a 
component of a new six-week pilot project between the National Arts Centre, 
the City of Ottawa, the Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa, and primary, junior 
intermediate and high schools in the neighbourhoods of Foster Farm, Michele Heights, Bayshore and Britannia in Ottawa’s west 
end. 

Spoken word artist YAO visited four schools to create a tribute song to the community that was premiered at Music Monday, and 

composer Jesse Stewart worked with Regina Street Public School on a new interactive version of the “Mud Lake Symphony.”  

Jackie Hawley also lent her support for this performance and has visited all participating schools, offering professional development 
advice to teachers and helping to prepare the students. 
 

Music Monday is an annual event organized by the Coalition for Music Education in Canada, a national advocacy organization 
that for 20 years has represented educators, parents, music lovers, industry – and most of all students – to promote and protect 
quality music programs in schools. Music Monday is the world’s largest single event dedicated to raising awareness about the  
importance of music education and has inspired similar initiatives in the U.S., Australia, the U.K. and Hungary.  
For more information, please visit musicmonday.ca.  
 

Music Monday is made possible in part by support from the Friends of the NAC Orchestra. The NAC is proud to partner with the 
Coalition for Music Education in Canada for this event.  
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Music Monday at Woodroffe High School. Photo: K.Racicot 

“We are thrilled to bring so many youth together for this wonderful event that celebrates and unites us through the power of music. 

Many of the schools we are working with this year have never participated in Music Monday before, and are very excited that we are 

bringing the event to their community,” says Director, Music Education and Community Engagement Genevieve Cimon. 



NAC Orchestra Remix project 

Life Reflected in Ottawa’s West End 
 

On May 20, students from 10 schools in Ottawa’s west end had the opportunity to perform with NAC Orchestra Music Director 
Alexander Shelley and members of NAC Orchestra in a concert entitled “Life Reflected in Ottawa’s West End” at Woodroffe High 
School. 
 

This “NAC Orchestra Remix” concert celebrated the cultural diversity of Ottawa’s west end and was also inspired by the themes 
featured in the NAC Orchestra’s Life Reflected, a groundbreaking, one-night performance premiering on May 19. Life Reflected 
celebrates the stories of four remarkable Canadians — author Alice Munro, teen Amanda Todd, astronaut Roberta Bondar, and 
Mi’kmaw poet and elder Rita Joe — through music, film, photography, graphic design, and the written word. 
 

Over 380 students spent six weeks working with local artists to create new compositions that echo some of the themes featured 
in Life Reflected — childhood memory, indigenous wisdom, cyber-bullying, and fearless exploration. In addition to these new  
compositions, students also created a spoken-word piece, a dance video and visual artwork. 
 

Carol Todd, an advocate and educator who works to spread her daughter’s message of hope through The Amanda Todd Legacy, 
attended Life Reflected in Ottawa’s West End and spoke to students at Woodroffe High School about cyber-bullying. Carol’s 
daughter, Amanda Todd, tragically took her life on October 10th 2012 after suffering for years from cyber abuse, harassment and 
bullying at school. Amanda posted a poignant video on YouTube, using a series of flash cards, speaking out against bullying and 
sharing her story. The message of hope, empathy, tolerance she expressed in her video, has since caused a worldwide  
groundswell of support, and is now being used by educators and parents to support anti-bullying measures. 
 

This unique concert kicked-off a three-year “NAC Orchestra Remix” arts education project. The program is the first of its 
kind for the NAC Orchestra and aims to educate and inspire 2,500 students through direct, hands-on exposure to music.   
 

The three-year project will involve many local artists, and a myriad of creative workshops that will celebrate the diversity of  
Ottawa’s west end community. Some of the artists involved this year were the NAC Orchestra’s Resident Artist in the Community 
Donnie Deacon, spoken word artist YAO, composers and teaching artists Kelly-Marie Murphy, Jesse Stewart, Liz Hanson and 
Terry Duncan, NAC Orchestra Principal Youth and Family Conductor Alain Trudel, choral specialist Jackie Hawley, NAC Dance 
Education Associate and Teaching Artist Sioned Watkins, Kristina Watt from 100 Watt Productions, and a dozen NAC Orchestra 
musicians.  All participating schools received a visit from an NAC Orchestra ensemble or instrumental coach and had opportunities 
to come to the National Arts Centre.  
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"The NACO Remix project is an opportunity for us to forge a  
relationship with these students and their teachers, celebrate the 
talent in Ottawa’s West End, and explore how we can create  
meaningful partnerships over the next two years".  
Alexander Shelley, Music Director, National Arts Centre Orchestra 

 
"Programs like ‘NACO Remix’ are tailored to the specific needs 
of the community, giving students the opportunity to develop 
their creativity. With the support of dedicated classroom tea-
chers and local artists, students can celebrate their community 
and culture through the power of music". Geneviève Cimon, 
Director, Music Education and Community Engagement 

Mud Lake Symphony with Regina Street PS students 

Woodroffe High School Band conducted by Terry Dun-

http://amandatoddlegacy.org/


NAC Orchestra Bursary Competition 

NAC Orchestra Bursary Competition  
 

The NAC Orchestra Bursary provides financial support to help further the development of young Canadian orchestral musicians. 
Created in 1979 by the members of the National Arts Centre Orchestra, the NAC Orchestra Bursary Competition awards bursaries 
and other prizes to music students ages 16 to 24 who are Canadian citizens or permanent residents of Canada. The bursaries are 
intended for young musicians whose family residence is in the National Capital Region (NCR), or who have been following a  
recognized course of music study in the NCR in preparation for careers as professional orchestral musicians.  Each year, a  
committee identifies deserving recipients through audition and selection.  
 

The 26th annual NAC Orchestra Bursary Competition was held at the NAC from May 20-21 for the preliminary round and the finals on 
May 22.  This year’s competition focused on strings and harp for 24 students from the NCR. 
 

Guest jurors Angela Schwarzkopf, harpist from Toronto, and André Massicotte, former Radio-Canada producer, joined the NACO 
jury members chaired by Roderick Bell to award six prizes and honourable mentions worth more than $20,000.  Among the prizes is 
the newly-titled “Sturdevant Prize for Orchestral Excerpts” named after Douglas (Pace) Sturdevant who recently retired from the 
NAC after a long and devoted career of music and education.  The 2016 NAC Orchestra Bursary ($7,000) was awarded to 18-year-
old cellist Bryan Cheng. 
 

 

NAC Orchestra Bursary Benefit Concert 
The 13th annual NAC Orchestra Bursary Benefit Concert took place in the NAC Salon on March 13th raising $2,200 in ticket sales 
and donations to the NAC Orchestra Trust Fund. Held in the Salon, the performance featured the 2015 Bursary prize winner flutist 
Phoebe Robertson as well as NAC Orchestra musicians including Leah Roseman (violin, 1990 NACO Bursary winner),  
Mark Friedman (violin), Rachel Mercer (cello), Charles Hamann (oboe), Kimball Sykes (clarinet), Sean Rice (clarinet), Julie Fauteux 
(horn), Christopher Millard (bassoon), and other professional musicians in the community including Sonya Probst (viola) and  
Michelle Gott (harp).  
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The Friends of the NAC Orchestra Award ($3,000) 
This Friends of NAC Orchestra Award was established in 1993 to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the NAC Orchestra.   
Created by the then NAC Orchestra Association, it is intended to further the training of a gifted young musician and to illustrate 
the Friends continuing and deeply felt commitment to the NAC Orchestra. The award is supported through the Friends' many 

fund raising activities, their generous donations and the James Morton Bequest.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Violinist Ethan Balakrishnan, winner of the 2016 Friends of the NAC Orchestra Award and  

Ross Francis, Representative of Awards and Bequests, Friends of the NAC Orchestra  

Photo : Fred Cattroll 



MusicFest Canada Nationals 

 
The 44th Annual MusicFest Canada Nationals was hosted in Ottawa from May 9-14, 2016. Approximately 8,000 students and  
teachers from across Canada took part in the week-long event full of music, learning and fun.  
 
Two of the major guest performances attended by 3,600 MusicFest participants were held in Southam Hall including:  
 The Humber Strings (May 10), and  
 The New England Conservatory Wind Ensemble with guest soloist NACO Principal Timpanist Feza Zweifel (May 11) 
 
On May 13, a major guest performance at Centrepointe Theatres featured the NAC Orchestra’s Principal Youth and Family 
Conductor Alain Trudel performing solo trombone.  
 
Four NAC awards totalling $7,000 were presented by Kelly Racicot and Ross Francis (Friends of NACO Chair of Awards and  
Bequests) at the 2016 MusicFest Annual Awards Presentation at Centrepointe Theatres on May 13. The winners were cellist 
Jaeyoung Chong (Ottawa, ON), trombonist Emily Norris (Long Creek, PEI), clarinetist Jonathan Wong (Markham, ON) and pianist 
Carter Brodkorb (North York, ON).  
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Other Activities Supported by the Friends  

The National Arts Centre Young Artists Program 
This season, the Friends of the NAC Orchestra very generously sponsored two students with ties to Ottawa to participate in the 
2016 NAC Young Artists Program with a grant of $10,000.  The two students were Simcha Sutton-Pollock, violin of the Precollege 
and Lindsay Bryden, flute of the Senior level were sponsored. 
 

In addition, the Friends generously provided a $750 sponsorship of a YAP student and faculty lunch which included a very      
interesting panel discussion with several faculty answering questions from the students on subjects including auditions and life in 
an orchestra.  
 

Kiwanis Music Festival: National Capital Region 
The Friends donate two awards, of $250 each, to successful participants in the Kiwanis Music Festival: National Capital Region.  
 

The Friends of the NAC Orchestra Volunteers Music Education Bursary Award 
Established in 2013 to recognize the dedicated service of Moira Dexter, the Friends’ Chair of Volunteer activities (2000-2013) and 
all of the Friends’ volunteers, this award is presented to an organization that promotes orchestral music, the interests of the NAC 
Orchestra and the development of future audiences through young people’s music programs and projects and that relies heavily 
on volunteers. The successful recipient organisation must have a mandate that harmonises with that of the Friends of NACO and 
serves the National Capital Region.  
 

Volunteering at various NAC Orchestra events 
Friends of the NAC Orchestra volunteers also assisted with various events throughout the 2015-2016 season, including: 

 

 Work at the CD desk to sell CDs before, during, and after each concert, including the Great Performers series, ballet presen-
tations, and special concerts; 

 

 Assist at NAC Orchestra Student Matinee concerts, organizing the entrance and exit of students and teachers —  often up to 
2,100 attendees per performance; 

 

 Assist the NAC Music Department in mailing information to schools, teachers, and students for, among other things, the 
Young Artists Program (YAP); 

 

 Help with auditions for the NAC Orchestra Bursary Competition by leading students to the proper audition room, registering 
their arrival and wishing them all the best of luck; 

 

 Assist with Silent Auctions; 
 

 Meet and greet people at Launch events; 
 

 Sell memberships during the season-opening Festival Concert Series each year; 
 

 Act as seat fillers for concerts when required; 
 

 Hand out house programs and take tickets at Music for a Sunday Afternoon; 
 

 Telephone French and English members who do not have email to 
remind them of upcoming events; 

 

 Bake and sell baked goods at the annual Christmas FanFair. 
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The National Arts Centre Orchestra  

Photo: John Kealey 


