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HIGHlights of 2012-2013 Friends of the National Arts Centre Orchestra 
(FNACO) AGM

On September 22, 2013 about 185 members, including 
Honourary Patron Madam Jeanne d’Arc Sharp, attended 
the FNACO Annual  General Meeting and brunch  in the 
beautiful Panorama Room of the National Arts Centre. 

Board President Robert Lafl eur noted that 2012-13 had been 
an excellent season, marked by high quality musical events, 
including  Music to Dine For in collaboration with the Young 
String Performers Foundation (http://www.yspf.ca) and the 
Embassy Concerts. He thanked hosting embassies for their 
support and applauded the excellent work of the Board of 
Directors and FNACO volunteers. 

Mr. Lafl eur emphasized the importance of continuing to 
expand the organization to support its goal of promoting 
musical education among children and young adults while 
creating enjoyable musical experiences for members, their 
families and friends.

Awards and Bequests chair, 
David Laister reported that a 
comprehensive review of the A&B 
overall activity was carried out and 
$9500 was disbursed to deserving 
musical events focusing on young 
musicians.

The  Communica t ions  and 
Marke t ing  commit t ee  was 
active with development of a 
new promotional brochure and 
bookmark, a new email program 
and a window in the Arts Centre 
lobby highlighting the work of 
FNACO.

Of particular note was the Friends contribution of $800 
towards a digital piano for the music room of Peter Pitseolak 
High School in Cape Dorset, Nunavut. 

Moira Dexter, a long time member of FNACO and Chair of 
the Volunteers Committee announced her retirement after 
18 years of service to Friends. She was acknowledged at the 
AGM for her outstanding contribution award, The Friends of 
NACO Volunteers Music Education Bursary, was established 
in her honour to recognize volunteers and the important 
work they do.

A highlight of the brunch was a performance by two young 
musicians, violinist Kerson Leong, and winner of the 2013 
NAC Bursary prize, accompanied by pianist Phil Chiu.
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TURKISH DELIGHT
By Melina Pugsley

Do the names Istanbul, Cappadocia, 
Izmir, Ephesus, and Pamukkale, stir your 
imagination? Do they make you think of 
ancient civilizations, minarets, blue waters, 
bazaars, spices, whirling dervishes, fairy 
chimneys, underground cities and cave 
dwellings? Do they make your mouth 
water, dream of sinking your teeth into fl aky 
baklava, eating freshly grilled fi sh along the 
Bosporus, quenching your thirst with freshly 
squeezed pomegranate and orange juice 
under the hot Turkish sun?

If they do, but time and opportunity do 

not permit you to go to the source of these 
Turkish delights,  you can still experience 
some of them right here in your own 
backyard. Yes, here in Ottawa, in the elegant 
Rockcliffe Park residence of the Turkish 
Ambassador, His Excellency, Dr. Tuncai 
Babali and Mrs. Esmée  Babali, who will host 
another superb embassy concert, on behalf 
of the Friends of the National Art Centre 
Orchestra this coming spring.

A wonderful evening of music by NAC 
musicians, followed by a buffet of Turkish 
cuisine, is a delight that many have enjoyed 

and which you too can enjoy. No suitcases, 
no long airport lines, jet lag, none of the 
inconveniences of modern air travel and 
while I, and undoubtedly you, would happily 
put up with them to experience and savor the 
real day-to-day pleasures to be found in these 
wonderfully evocative places, an Embassy 
Concert at the Turkish Residence in Ottawa 
is the next best thing.  A wonderful evening 
of music by NAC musicians, followed by a 
buffet of Turkish cuisine,  is a Turkish delight 
not to be missed. 

��

GIVE A GIFT OF MUSIC AND FRIENDSHIP 

Do you have people who are hard to fi nd gifts for? Why not give a membership to the Friends of the 
National Art Centre Orchestra.

Friends not only enjoy and promote our great national orchestra but also meet the performers and 
support young musicians and music education.  Activities include:

• Dinners and musical performances in embassies and other venues around the National Capital 
Region

• Free open rehearsals, including a talk by the conductor about his vision for the perfomance
• Bursary competitions for young artists
• Participation in a variety of NAC events throughout the year

   Membership is very affordable:

      1 Year   2 Years
   Individual   $30   $50
   Senior    $25   $40
   Student   $15   

Family   $70   $130

Contact us: membership@friendsofnaco.ca
         613-947-7000 ext. 590      www.friendsofnaco.ca
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Interview with the Right Honorable Michaëlle Jean, 
Patron of Friends of the National Arts Centre Orchestra

In September 2013, Friends of the National Arts Centre Orchestra 
(FNACO) were delighted to announce that Madame Michaëlle Jean 
has agreed to become our new Honorary Patron.

Mme. Jean, a former educator and broadcaster, served as Canada’s 27th 
Governor General and Commander-in-Chief from 2005 to 2010. She 
is currently the UNESCO Special Envoy to Haiti and Chancellor 
of the University of Ottawa. In addition to these responsibilities, 
Mme. Jean and her husband Jean-Daniel Lafond have created the 
Michaëlle Jean Foundation (www.fmjf.ca). The Foundation focuses 
on promoting education, culture and creativity among youth from 
rural northern and poor communities across Canada.

Mme. Jean recently discussed her vision for youth in the arts, and 
her support for Friends of NACO, especially the Music Education 
Programs aimed at young musicians.

��
You and your parents escaped an oppressive regime in Haiti to 
fi nd a better life in Canada in 1968. To what extent do you think 
music and the arts played a role in your own growth as a young 
person in your new country?

I was born in Haiti, where art is an integral part of life and has 
always been a way for people to defi ne themselves, and to assert and 
reinvent themselves. It was the tangible and intangible elements of 
their culture—which the colonial regime strove mightily to deny 
and destroy—that allowed my ancestors, who were indigenous to the 
continent that we now call the Americas, and my African ancestors, 
who were captured, deported, and exploited like beasts of burden, 
to be reborn to themselves, and to escape the dehumanization of 
the slavery system that had stripped them of everything they had, 
including their humanity, for 400 years.

It’s amazing to see how everything in Haiti is experienced, told, 
thought, and expressed through the power of art, in all its forms and 
manifestations.

When I fi rst arrived in Canada, I attended public schools where music 
and other artistic subjects were an important part of the curriculum. 
That really boosted my ability to communicate, and also to overcome 
the fear and trauma of the violence we had fl ed, and the shock of being 
uprooted from our native land.

What was your interest in music and the arts as a young person? 
For example, did you learn to play an instrument or have some 
other involvement in the performing arts?

My parents introduced me to art when I was very young. They were 
very fond of music: they loved classical music and opera, as well as 
popular and traditional music; they loved dance, literature, theatre, 
painting. Despite their limited means, it was a given that they would 
support contemporary artists, and that their children would learn to 
play an instrument, recite poetry, and dance. From the moment we 
arrived in Canada as penniless political refugees, starting over with 
absolutely nothing, my mother dreamed of the day she would buy 
us a piano—which she did, to her credit, when we were living in a 
tiny one-room basement apartment in Montreal. To this day I can’t 
imagine life without a piano. Playing through a music score, to the 
extent that my modest ability will allow, is so calming, so comforting.

You and your husband have a teenage daughter, Marie-Éden. What 
are her artistic interests?

O u r  d a u g h t e r 
M a r i e  É d e n 
attends De La Salle 
secondary school in 
Ottawa, where the 
arts are integrated 
into every subject 
on the curriculum, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
s c i e n c e s ,  a n d 
into the school’s 
community spirit 
and relationships. We 
think it’s important 
to help her develop 
this awareness of 
and appreciation 
for creative works. 
For her, as for us, 
every recital, dance 
p e r f o r m a n c e , 
exhibition, film or 
play brings a sense of 
renewal, discovery, and enrichment.

In your extensive international travels, both as a broadcaster and as 
Canada’s Governor General, did you see countries that particularly 
impressed you in terms of their promotion and support for youth 
musical education?

In my travels around the world, I have been struck by how art 
is almost universally considered, even in the poorest countries, a 
priceless treasure that must be nurtured and passed on to the younger 
generation. Art is experienced as a source of enjoyment, learning, 
and pride, and as a profound affi rmation of culture and identity. Art 
is our connection to the world and to life. I have also witnessed the 
power of cultural diplomacy in sparking dialogue on a human scale 
and building bridges. I enjoy seeing how youth are naturally drawn 
to the arts. Understanding, appreciating, and promoting creation as a 
way to achieve freedom and growth is the hallmark of an open-minded 
society. My husband, a philosopher, fi lmmaker and writer, likes to 
think and say that art is “a weapon of mass construction.” How right 
he is! Those who attempt to subvert art and creativity for other ends, 
and who disparage the contribution artists make, are doomed to fail, 
because art is indomitable. Art connects us to a profoundly authentic 
experience that puts us in touch with our true selves.

Where do you see the greatest need for supporting musical 
education opportunities for Canadian youth?

We believe and insist that music should be taught in every school in 
Canada. The point is not to turn all young Canadians into musicians, 
virtuosos or artists, but to incorporate this sensibility, this knowledge, 
this rich experience into their lives, into their cultural baggage. By 
teaching them to read and master the language of music or play an 
instrument, by inviting them to experience the emotional power 
and rigorous discipline of a musical or choral performance in all its 
depth and beauty, we are offering them an opportunity to broaden 
their horizons. Similarly, exposing our children and young people to 
museums, fi lms, plays, and literature seems to me an essential part of 
helping them become informed citizens.

photo; University of Ottawa

continued on page 4
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What is your vision for the “Friends” 
organization over the next three to 
fi ve years in terms of advancing music 
education among Canadian youth?

We must support music education and 
exposure to musical culture in all our schools, 
not as an elective or optional subject but 
as a qualitative, value-added part of the 
curriculum. We must also promote and 
implement increased access by all Canadian 
children to cultural events, concerts, and 
music festivals.

We must encourage others to share our 
commitment, and fi nd new ways to get 
all Canadians to think about and support 
music education.

The goal of the Michaëlle Jean Foundation 
is to support creative initiatives that 
promote youth leadership and the power of 

the arts for social change in our cities and 
our underserved and remote communities 
across Canada, including the North

FNACO also provides support for youth 
in Nunavut through the NAC’s Music 
Alive program. What advice would 
you give the "Friends" about building 
on this and the other music education 
programs and activities we support?

Let us never underestimate the importance 
of joining forces, individually and 
collectively, with persistence, imagination 
and conviction, to promote, support, and 
disseminate the power of the arts. We 
know the arts can revitalize communities 
and contribute to the development and 
civic involvement of youth, who use the 
arts to take action on social issues that 
affect them. The arts save and transform 
lives every single day.

Last year, at the suggestion of my husband, 
Jean-Daniel Lafond, in partnership 
with Carleton University, the Michaëlle 
Jean Foundation launched an annual 
national forum on the power of the arts 
for social change. The fi rst forum was 
held on September 27, 2013. It brought 
together more than 300 Canadians from 
organizations and institutions in every 
sector—education, justice, health care, 
culture, urban planning, social services, 
youth services, and more—right across 
the country, who gathered to consider, 
exchange, network, make connections, and 
develop shared strategies. It’s a dynamic 
national initiative that I encourage 
FNACO members to join.

Look out for these upcoming events over 
the course of the Spring

• April 22, 2014 - The Turkish Embassy 
will host an Embassy Concert with 
performances by NAC Orchestra 
musicians. Note: this event is sold 
out.

• May 15, 2014 – The Embassy of Italy 
is hosting  Music to Dine For. Note: 
this event is sold out.

• May 16 – The Embassy of Egypt is 
hosting Music to Dine For featuring 
young musicians.Reservations are now 
being accepted.

For more information or to make 
reservations Anna Morena at 
music2dine4@gmail.com or 613-421-
2044 or Joan Forbes at joafo@rogers.
com or 613-596-8080

• May 27, 7pm – Open Rehearsal 
Southam Hall, National Arts Centre

Open to all FNACO members free of 
charge. For reservations, contact:
Gisele Microys at drgigi@sympatico.ca 
or 613-728-9670

Upcoming Events Friends of NACO Volunteers Music Education 
Bursary Established
By David Laister

The Board of Directors 
of Friends of NACO 
has  e s t ab l i shed  a 
new music bursary 
award to recognize 
the dedicated service 
of Moira Dexter and 
all Friends of NACO 
volunteers.

M o i r a  w a s  t h e 
Fr i ends  Cha i r  o f 
Volunteer activities 
and co-ordinator of 
the approximately 
200 volunteers who 
support the Friends 
organizat ion.  She 
s e r ved  the  Board 
with distinction for 
13 years. The Friends 
of NACO Volunteers 
Musical Education 
Bursary award was 
announced by President Robert Lafl eur at 
the Annual General Meeting and brunch on 
September 22, 2013.

The award was presented to the Leading Note 
Foundation for its OrKidstra program at the 
NAC fundraiser “Fanfair” held in December.

Right to Left: Louise Rowe, NAC Manager of Finance and 
Administration, Moira Dexter, retiring as chair of volunteers, 
Christopher Deacon,Managing Director, NAC Orchestra. 
Photo by Lois Siegel 


